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99-253 December 11 , 1999 
For Immediate Release: 
FORMER ILLINOIS GOVERNOR JIM EDGAR RECEIVES HONORARY DOCTORATE 
CHARLESTON -- "I have received a lot of honors over the years, but there are 
none that I treasure more than this honorary degree from this great university." 
With these words, former Illinois Governor Jim Edgar formally accepted an 
honorary Doctor of Public Service degree from his alma mater-- Eastern Illinois 
University -- in recognition of his service to Eastern and to the State of Illinois. The 
presentation was made during the second of two fall commencement ceremonies held 
Saturday, Dec. 11, in the university's Lantz Gymnasium. 
Edgar, a native of Charleston, graduated from Eastern in 1968 with a bachelor's 
degree in history. He also served as student body president his senior year, and it was 
at Eastern where he met his wife, Brenda. Both of Edgar's brothers were graduates of 
the university, and his mother attended classes there. 
--more--
ADD 1/1/1/1 EDGAR'S HONORARY DEGREE 
"This university has meant so much to me and my family," Edgar said, 
commenting on the quality education he received. "And Mother always taught me it's 
quality, not quantity, that counts." 
EIU President Carol D. Surles, while presenting the honorary degree to Edgar, 
made reference to a presentation by the governor during an earlier commencement. 
"In May 1998, thirty years following his graduation, Jim Edgar addressed Eastern 
Illinois University's newest class of graduates. He warned them of the challenges they 
will face as they go out and take their respective places in the world. 
"He also reminded them of those wise words left to us by Livingston C. Lord, 
Eastern's first president: 'Not who is right... but what is true.' Throughout his career, 
Jim Edgar has taken Mr. Lord's advice. And throughout his career, he has shown 
himself to be a man of integrity and compassion; a man who has served the residents 
of Illinois with grace, dignity, and wisdom." 
Edgar began his acceptance speech by congratulating the other 900-plus fall 
graduates on their special day. 
"I can't think of a more exciting time to graduate from Eastern," he said, citing the 
coming of a new year, as well as a new century. "I can't even begin to think of the 
changes you will witness and take part in." And he urged the new graduates to value 
their newly earned degrees. 
"With that degree, I was able to keep steady employment for a number of years," 
he quipped. 
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